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a community-based, caring, work-oriented, child-
oriented system for poor families, we can take
care of our children, liberate their parents from
their difficulties, and prove that all of the myths
that a lot of people have used to kick poor
people around for years are wrong, by taking
responsibility for developing a system that is ori-
ented toward success at home and success at
work. That’s what we want for all the rest of
us. That’s what we should want for those folks,
too. And I hope you will help us build that
bridge to the 21st century.

This is a good time to be an American be-
cause we know things are going better than they
were. We know things are going in the right
direction. But this is no time for complacency,
no time for complacency in the political cam-
paign. Believe me, it is not over; in some ways

it may be just about to begin. It is not over.
But most importantly, this is no time for com-
placency for us as Americans. We have work
to do. We have work to do to get to the 21st
century with the American dream alive for all,
with an America that’s coming together, with
an America that’s still able to lead the world
toward peace and freedom and prosperity. But
if we do, our best days are still to come.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:21 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Warwick Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Donald L. Fowler, national
chairman, Democratic National Committee;
Thomas A. Leonard, fundraiser for the Demo-
cratic National Committee; and Mayor Edward
Rendell of Philadelphia.

Statement on Signing Legislation on Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for
Cambodia
September 25, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
1642, a bill to extend most-favored-nation
(MFN) status to Cambodia after a bilateral trade
agreement between the United States and Cam-
bodia has entered into force.

This legislation is an important milestone in
U.S.-Cambodian relations. The United States
was a major supporter of the United Nations
Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC),
a peacekeeping success that led to free and fair
elections in 1993 and the establishment of the
Royal Government of Cambodia. The United
States supports efforts in Cambodia to strength-
en democratic institutions, promote human
rights, and foster economic development.

Most-favored-nation status will make it pos-
sible for Cambodia’s private sector to realize
its full development potential and will further
improve the access American firms enjoy in
Cambodia. United States export financing pro-
grams now will be able to go forward to the
extent possible under the criteria established by
relevant governing statutes. MFN will open the
door to significant future opportunities as Cam-
bodia seeks to join the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and takes steps to inte-

grate itself into the dynamic regional economy
of Southeast Asia.

My approval of this legislation reflects the
strong U.S. support for the people of Cambodia
in their efforts to overcome a tragic past and
establish a democracy based on human rights
and market economy reforms.

While I recognize that the process of democ-
ratization and development in Cambodia has not
been easy, I believe MFN status will make an
important contribution to achieving our policy
goals for a peaceful, prosperous, and free Cam-
bodia. I am confident that with the support of
the international community, Cambodia will con-
tinue to make progress and strengthen its efforts
at economic reform and greater protection of
human rights.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 25, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 1642, approved September 25, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–203.
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